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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
¢ the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

e the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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1 General Marking Notes

1.1 Annotations in RM Assessor

Annotation Meaning

SEEN Stamp to annotate blank pages of script to confirm the examiner has seen the page.
Use for Q3, or Q4, or Q5: Credit for good content point

x Omission (e.g. word missing from the sentence)

Spelling / grammar mistake

Error of Tense

Repetition (of language or content)

50D Benefit of the Doubt. Response not covered by the mark scheme, but the
examiner’s judgement is that credit should be given.

SEOD No benefit of the doubt. Response is not covered by the mark scheme and the
examiner’s judgement is that credit should NOT be given.

@ Indecipherable / Incomprehensible

[

Please remember that schools can request copies of their marked scripts, with annotations and
comments on, so please ensure that any annotations / comments that you use are fully justified by the
mark scheme.

Wherever possible, please avoid commenting and keep annotations at a minimum.
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2 General Marking Instructions

If a candidate has written down the wrong question number, e.g. they have clearly answered
Question 2, but have written Question 1 on the script, place a “?’ next to the question number. You
must enter your annotations and your mark against the question number that the candidate actually
answered.

Section A: Candidates are instructed to answer one question from Section A. Check the script
Questions 1 | to see which question the candidate has answered and then select the correct row
and 2 in the mark input box (e.q. if the candidate has answered Question 2, begin by

selecting Q2b1)

Content marks (1b1,1b2,1b3,1b4 or 2b1,2b2,2b3,2b4)
Annotate the script to show where candidate has covered each bullet point.
Enter a mark out of 3 in the mark input box for each bullet point.

Language marks (1L or 2L)
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 18 in the mark input box.

Section B: Candidates are instructed to answer one question from Section B. Check the script
Questions 3, | to see which question the candidate has answered and then select the correct row
4 and 5 in the mark input box (e.qg. if the candidate has answered Question 4, begin by

selecting Q4Content)

Content (3Content or 4Content or 5Content)
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box.

Style and Organisation (3S&O or 4S&O0O or 5S&0)
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box.

Accuracy (3Accuracy or 4Accuracy or 5Accuracy)
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box.

NR (No response)

After you have entered your marks for all the questions that the candidate has answered, CLICK ON
COMPLETE so that ‘NR’ can be populated automatically for the questions that the candidate has not
answered.

If the COMPLETE button is not available, please input NR by hand for all the questions the
candidate has not answered. (Pushing the # button puts in NR.)

Rubric infringements

Sometimes a candidate will misread the rubric and will answer more than one question in each
section.

Please mark all of the responses on each script. RM Assessor will automatically calculate the best
mark that the candidate can achieve, within the acceptable rubric rules.

Crossing out
If a candidate crosses out an attempt, award marks for the final attempt.

If a candidate crosses out an answer but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work.
(Please note that a ‘second attempt’ could be a single word.)
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A1 Combination of Words
Marking principles:
e grammatically correct combination 2 marks
e grammatically incorrect combination 0 marks
e grammatically correct combination
Question Answer Marks
1 CIRIGIS) 2
2 g 2
3 e 2
4 AFIA 2
5 frow 2

A2 Idioms, Proverbs and Words in Pairs
Marking principles:
Candidates may respond with either a number or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If

candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct
attempt to the same item.

e correct number, phrase, or number and phrase (if both are written, both must be 2 marks
correct)

e incorrect number or incorrect phrase 0 marks

Question Answer Marks
6 (3) FTR e 2
4 (1) waref 2
8 | (7) g e e 2
9 (10) S5 2
10 (6) @RI esiq I wifd 2
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A3 Sentence Transformation

Marking principles:
e grammatically correct / appropriate sentence including the key word/s 2 marks
e full meaning of the sentence is conveyed
e tolerate a single spelling error
e only the essence of the meaning is conveyed 1 mark
¢ tolerate omission of punctuation mark
e tolerate 2 spelling errors
e tolerate omission of / error in key word
e meaning of the sentence is not conveyed / is changed 0 marks
e more than 2 spelling errors

The following are examples of correct responses. Award up to 2 marks for each question, according

to the banded marking principles above.

Question Answer Marks

11 QY (SINF FA FAENL / GRES / &I 91 T or similar 2
(key words:CoINIg <1, ST «1) + a negative structure

12 of7 T2red U fF QA gers AfF? or similar 2
(key words: ©iF, I2Cgq, &/ #iifd 2 + an interrogative structure.

13 wfoeee! 7 AFE (ONE ACE / G S @ F199 =@ or similar 2
(key words: Sigeeel, (SIN14, ¥¢) + an affirmative/ future verb form

14 BT 8 I O / [F8 o7 (vt @ 1 or similar 2
(key words: (@6, (5214T) + complex structure

15 UG FeCE, “AA I Aol / g (owd P 9 / 9971” or similar 2
(key words: CHEFO A, 39 / 3 + a polite form of reported speech.
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A4 Cloze Passage
Marking principles:

Candidates may respond with either a number or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct

attempt to the same item. (e.g. for Q16, if a candidate responds (3) @Igf«% = 0 marks).

e correct number, phrase, or number and phrase 2 marks
(if both are written, both must be correct)

e incorrect number or incorrect phrase 0 marks
Question Answer Marks
16 N EEIon] 2
17 Swaifre 2
18 EECEd 2
19 T 2
20 Fowel 2
21 egon 2
22 iy 2
23 GEIC] 2
24 T 2
25 g 2
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Section B
B5 MCQ Comprehension
Marking principles:

Candidates may respond with either a letter or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct

attempt to the same item. (e.g. for Q26, if a candidate responds (D) but incorrect statement €51 20
@G *IfS | = 0 marks).

e Correct v or number (if both are written, both must be correct) 2 marks

e Incorrect v or v’ in the wrong place 0 marks

Question Answer Marks
26 (B) v 2
27 (C)v 2
28 (D) v 2
29 (C)v 2
30 (A) v 2
31 (C)v 2
32 (C)v 2
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Section C
C6 OE Comprehension
Marking principles:
Candidates must write in their own words, i.e. not ‘lift’ (copy word-for-word) material from the text.
There is a maximum of 6 marks available for each question. A maximum of 4 marks are awarded for

Content, according to the examples in the mark scheme below. A maximum of 2 marks are awarded
for Language according to the banded marking principles below.

e clear, appropriate language and vocabulary 2 language marks
e in the candidate’s own words (no lifting)
e tolerate minor spelling errors

e partially successful communication of the answer 1 language mark
e spelling errors and
occasional lifting

inappropriate use of language 0 language marks
limited/inappropriate vocabulary

meaning is confused/ambiguous/obscure
basic errors which impede communication
heavy reliance on lifting

Content marks are to be awarded as follows:

Question Answer Marks
33 FECHHAHE @14 Froi 90! Feare? Bl [aw @2l
(Any four from the following or similar wording)
o EBHNT @R AN WG / W@ T Ao 1
o GHe WaR TR e 1
o B @ R 1
o CBG fozy 1
o (MO IR IWIT &b alfegfe 1
o Wizere RGeS TRel TN / A S M (oetd geeg wiwdl 1
o

o (METEYEA AEE AR Loat 1
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Question Answer Marks
34 TREY e Afesita Tromre Fare? SR T W @12
(Any four or similar wording)
o TOf ool (AP EEANfre wPiTes 1
o ARIPCS BT TS 1
o W OfF RS ““MIRG-q TR INI FHCSA 1
o UGN TRIF TS AW W @B @S @S FUIEE Gl (e 1
[GRI&CT
o TN (¥m o SrRfzafers @ren 1
35 CHH (A AR W@ G (PR RRfEea ¢ A wgefs 2@z s
76 01 Tnrzgel ws|
fRafe =7 w9fs (Any two from the following or similar wording) 2
o ATBIGT FeME / Tp-fip e
o 7Y BEICS oI OIS Il (ATeT
o *PTRT AT TR WS
o (RGBT ST YR AL 5 Toirets Fre Al
o AP / FT @W @ AFF 2
T TJ9r (Any two from the following or similar wording) 2
o WA UIProF 7/ THRA SIS QI (ACS (AT
o  TEICSS AAF T A Al
o T WHUIEH TR T A Tt
o TA S A ©F / (G MT=d A
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Question Answer Marks

36 PRIERIGTS (TR *F @Ed 9 G20 Sfowe! 2e? 56 3y @« |

(Any four from the following or similar wording)

o SBI AY GTT (TOLH (BIFIF TS TF (Al / (O FIFCS 1 (AR 1

oM (A

o (YT S O IF TGS FIS T “MTERCe 1

o TN (FIA! ARANFF (Al et 1 1

o SINT GF G AR CGRLACE T (AT 1

o SEEIST TR AP G (FINF @ O IFA “ABS v T waen 1
L W

37 S/%0% TCR PIRIRRIMTHE Frea 90 T4 2@w? 5 3¢ s |

(Any four from the following or similar wording)

o TovEgle FRfE/ Eow a3 T 1
o SRR EN @5 wife @it / @3 feafucs f&feq w= o o 1
o TRST GHI-SGA T B foea Jwa / S I At 1
o THGTEITS FRWAR 7T ffon R N A0y A4 AR 1
. PEERE @ EEmIE ST e @Bl ol 1
o WfEE TG TGS G OF TR 1
o AN AN I FF 4B 1

38 FA FEFWE A TAGRE (7 @refaee! e, i Twreael faea ot 9w wrs|

(The following or similar wording)

o JRTIE ¢ FIFWA TN A Ty fof FATw o Fac 1

o O @l &y SR e bl I 1

o (T AT FRIE T THHH (e Ty Ko sNfrateee 1

o (IR AFEHER @R wd fofy g gEemEE FRAd ReTa 1
frcafeeer
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Marking principles:

May/June 2021

e appropriate synonym with correct spelling 2 marks
e appropriate synonym 1 mark
e tolerate minor spelling errors which do not impede meaning

e inappropriate synonym 0 marks
e spelling error which impedes meaning

If candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct
attempt to the same item.
The following are examples of correct responses. Award up to 2 marks for each question, according
to the banded marking principles above.

Question Answer Marks
39 | o = AFEA / AT / ONEE / SRR / R S or similar 2
40 (2ol = TR / e / @9 ek or similar 2
41 AT = NS / Besds / awg Fet / X9 F18! or similar 2
42 wefeif = effefe® / w1 / =g, S or similar 2
43 e - o=@ / vacge / mieE / @rodifEs or similar 2
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